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Supa Phoonphon 2008: A Comparative Study of Laksanawong, Buarawongklaison,
Thao Suriwong and Phra Lakkhanawong. Master of Arts (Thai Literature), Major
Field: Thai Literature, Department of Literature. Thesis Advisor: Assistant Professor

Sauvanit Vingvorn, Ph.D. 480 pages.

This thesis aims at making a comparative study between Laksanawong and the three
local versions, namely Buarawongklaison, Thao Suriwong and Phra Lakkhanawong in terms of
literary elements: poetic forms, theme, plot, narration, scenes, characters, expressions, figures
of speech and literary value. The study includes traditions, beliefs, values, and social conditions

reflected in the texts. The findings are presented in the form of descriptive analysis.

The study finds that among the four selected versions, Laksanawong of the Central
Region, Buarawongklaison of the North, Thao Suriwong of the Northeast and Phra
Lakkhanawong of the South, that of the North is the shortest. Every version has similar main
plot and theme, which is to avoid committing evil deeds and to do good deeds, emphasizing that

the lack of conscience leads to disaster. They share several motifs with other Thai literature.

Laksanawong, Buarawongklaison, Thao Suriwong and Phra Lakkhanawong are
different in details such as the characters’ names, poetic forms and the language, which are
dialects. The use of language and expression, however, can inspire readers towards imagination.
In addition, local customs, beliefs, values and social conditions of each region are interestingly

presented in everyone of them.
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